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Center Harbor Board of Selectmen 

Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  At 7:00 p.m. Chairman Harry Viens called the Board of Selectmen’s 

meeting to order.  Selectmen Richard Hanson and Richard Drenkhahn were present. Karen 

Ponton and Selectmen’s Administrative Assistant Robin Woodaman were present. 

AGENDA REVIEW:  No changes were made. 

 

MEETING MINUTES: 

 November 8, 2016 Board of Selectmen’s meetings minutes:  Mr. Drenkhahn 

motioned to accept the minutes of the November 8, 2016 Board of Selectmen’s meeting 

with the following edit:   

 

State of New Hampshire Department of Transportation (NH DOT):  The 

Selectmen received, and reviewed, a letter from William Cass, Assistant 

Commission of the NH DOT, responding to the Center Harbor and New Hampton 

Select Board’s letters regarding the Mosquito Bridge project.  Mr. Cass answered 

questions posed by the Selectmen in their letter dated October 5, 2016 and reported 

there will be another work session once the preliminary plans are near completion.   

 

  Mr. Hanson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous.  

 

PUBLIC INPUT:  None 

 

APPOINTMENTS:  None 

 

SELECTMEN’S REPORTS: 

 

BIG BELLY WASTE SYSTEMS:  Mr. Viens submitted information on Big Belly waste 

systems; this cloud-based solution gathers, consolidates and analyzes data from the waste 

stations and provides alerts as to when the compacted trash (approximately 150 gallons) 

bags, weighing approximately 25 – 30 pounds, need to be changed.  He reported the 

systems are leased at $120 per month per unit.  Mr. Viens reported the company is based 

in the Boston area.   There was discussion regarding the number of units the Town could 

use and the expense with twelve months of payment, when a unit may not have much 

activity for eight months.  Mr. Viens reported he will ask the Center Harbor Community 

Development Association (CHCDA) if they will be donating picnic tables for the Morrill 

Park and Library grounds; if picnic tables are there, a waste station will be needed.  The 

Selectmen would like to try one waste station for one year.   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

BROOKS HOUSE PUBLIC RESTROOM:  Mr. Viens requested an update from Code 

Enforcement Officer Ken Ballance regarding the installation of a public restroom at the 

Brooks House.   

POLICE DEPARTMENT HIGHWAY SAFETY GRANT:  Mr. Hanson motioned to sign 

the State of New Hampshire Highway Safety Grant.  Mr. Drenkhahn seconded the motion 

and the vote was unanimous.   
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PUSH BUTTON LOCKS:  Police Chief Mark Chase submitted information on the 

installation of two push button locks; one going into the Fire Department and the other in 

a Police Department storage room.  The Selectmen approved the installation of the push 

button lock for the Fire Department and would like further information from Chief Chase 

on the storage room lock.   

 

PROPOSED 2017 BUDGET:   

 Landscaping:  Ms. Ponton requested the Selectmen include purchasing a couple of 

planters for placement under/next to the sign at the School House building on Route 

25B.  Ms. Ponton pointed out that the School House building is just about at the 

entrance to downtown from Route 25B; planters would be very welcoming. Ms. Ponton 

reported two, of the three, lilac bushes in front of the windows at the School House are 

overgrown and will need proper pruning after they flower next spring.  The Selectmen 

agreed with Ms. Ponton’s request; Stephens Landscaping will be asked to include this 

work in 2017.   

 

SCHOOL HOUSE CHIMNEY:  The Selectmen had asked Code Enforcement Officer Ken 

Ballance about possible repairs to the School House chimney this year.  Ms. Woodaman 

reported Mr. Ballance feels the weather will be getting too cold for repairs this year; he has 

received an estimate of approximately $8,000 from one mason for the repairs.   

 

GENERATOR SERVICE:  The Selectmen previously reviewed an estimate from Power Up 

Generator Service Company, in the amount of $485, for annual generator service.  The 

Selectmen reviewed the Town’s current contract with Milton Cat, in the amount of $724, for 

annual generator service; this contract expires on March 31, 2017.  Ms. Woodaman reported 

Fire Chief Leon Manville is happy with Milton Cat’s service, the generator is a Cat and he 

recommends continuing with Milton Cat.  Based on Chief Manville’s recommendation, the 

Town will continue generator service with Milton Cat.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

HERITAGE FUND DONATIONS:  Ms. Ponton reported Gofundme deducts a 7.9% service 

fee plus $0.30 per donation; nine donors (in fifteen months) have donated to the Town 

House fund through Gofundme.  Ms. Ponton asked if the Town’s Heritage Commission’s 

general fund line item could reimburse the Heritage Fund Gofundme’s service fee.  The 

Selectmen agreed to Ms. Ponton’s request.    

 

GOVERNOR’S HIGHWAY SAFETY LUNCHEON:  Police Chief Mark Chase invited a 

member of the Select Board to attend the Governor’s Highway Safety Luncheon.  Mr. 

Viens and Mr. Hanson have previous commitments; Mr. Drenkhahn may be able to attend.  

 

2016 PROPERTY ASSESSMENT ABATEMENT:  Mr. Hanson motioned to abate the 

following property due to a garage, which burned in March of 2016, not being removed 

from the April 1, 2016 assessment: 

 

  Jordan  TML 226-47  Original valuation  $112,100 

       Abatement   $  40,500 

       Adjusted valuation  $  71,500 
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 Mr. Drenkhahn seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous.   

 

PUBLIC INPUT:   

 

KAREN PONTON: 

 Big Belly waste stations:  Ms. Ponton suggested, since Big Belly waste stations are 

not up in this area, their representatives should be asked to consider using Center 

Harbor as a test project to promote their waste stations.  Mr. Viens will follow up on 

this.   

 Brooks House restroom:  Ms. Ponton asked if the Selectmen had considered installing 

a composting toilet at the Brooks House; it may be less expensive.  The Selectmen 

explained the property is connected to the sewer system; installing a restroom, 

accessible from the outside, should not be too expensive. 

 School House repairs:  Ms. Ponton suggested the Selectmen consider grant funding 

for the School House floor, chimney and roof repairs.  She explained a building 

assessment would need to be performed because the building has the historic 

designation; the Town House building assessment cost $8,000 - $4,000 was with grant 

funds and $4,000 was raised by donations – no Town funding was used for that building 

assessment.  Mr. Hanson expressed his concern for the cost of the building assessment.  

Mr. Viens requested Ms. Ponton research the cost of a building assessment for the 

School House.   

 

ADDITIONAL BUSINESS 

 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE: 

 State of New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NH DES): 

o NH DES Shoreland Permit application:  The Selectmen received notification 

that the NH DES has requested additional information on the Shoreland Permit 

application submitted by: 

 

Gaufberg  TML 215-23 

 

CURRENT BILLS PAYABLE:  The Selectmen reviewed, and approved, the payroll and 

accounts payable manifests as presented. 

 

GENERAL JOURNAL ENTRIES:  The Selectmen reviewed, and approved, the general 

journal entries as presented. 

ADJOURNMENT:  At 7:48 p.m. Mr. Drenkhahn motioned to adjourn the Board of 

Selectmen’s meeting.  Mr. Hanson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous.   

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Robin Woodaman 

Selectmen’s Administrative Assistant  

   

 


