The Comprehensive Shoreland Protection Act (CSPA) was en-
acted in 1991 to protect the water quality of larger water bodies by
setting minimum requirements for the development and use of all
land within 250 feet of the Reference Line. Within this area, called
the Protected Shoreland, there are setbacks and restricted use ar-
eas that you need to know about. Effective April 1, 2008, a state
shoreland permit Is reguired prior to any construction, excavation
or filling activities within the protected shoreland.

Note: On-going projects meeting certain conditions may be exempted
from the permit requirement.
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Why shouid | be concerned with the CSPA?

CLEAN WATER IS AN IMPORTANT PART of New Hampshire’s
economy, property values, recreation and wildlife habitat. Vegetated
shoreland buffers play a critical role in protecting water quality by
managing stormwater to prevent erosion. Erosion can result in sedi-
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